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was anxious to avoid some features which he
considered undesirable in his own upbringing.
In certain ways the Prince Consort had intro-
duced German ideals into the education of
his eldest son. Books were too exclusively
depended upon as the means of instruction,
a rigid discipline checked the free intercourse
of the home circle, and independence of
character was not cultivated as in England
by making a boy early responsible for his
actions and teaching him self-reliance.
The home life of the little Princes was kept
as natural and as happy as possible, and the
manner of the late King's life at Sandringham
as Prince of Wales is well known. There he
aimed at being above all things a country
gentleman. He took a deep interest in farm-
ing, entering thoroughly into the breeding
and improvement of his cattle. He knew
many of the farmers personally, and the tales
of his tenants' balls at Christmastide, when
half Norfolk went to Sandringham and were
the guests of their Prince, are still remem-
bered and told by those who were present.
In the hunting-field or on the Norwich race-
course he was still in the midst of his people,
circulating freely among them, with a kindly
word whenever a familiar face caught his eye,
for the Prince had a royal memory. And his